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Psychology: Science in Action
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Date


1. What are the two major research questions from Neuropsychologist Jennifer Manly’s research study in New York City? 
What is the prevalence of dementia in diverse communities?
If we found people over time, how many people will develop dementia?
2. What was suspicious about some of the initial research findings from Dr. Manly’s study? What did Dr. Manly suggest might be a cause of this strange finding? 
The research findings suggested that there was a higher rate of dementia among African Americans and Hispanic and those without dementia were at a higher risk of getting dementia during the course of the study. The cause of these findings among African American and Hispanic is school quality that is social and educational impacts.
3. What did Dr. Manly conclude was the major variable correlated with developing dementia? 
The major variable was the differences in school quality. 
4. What is the role of an Organizational Psychologist?
Organizational psychology is a scientific study of human behaviors in their areas of work. It is used to help understand and measure human behavior with the aim of improving employee satisfaction. It also helps improve the employer’s ability to choose and promote the most competent employees in a given role.
5. What branch of psychology has a goal of teaching people how to lead healthier lifestyles?
Health psychology. 
6. When Dr. David Strayer looks at driver distraction, what are some of the psychological data he is collecting?
How can the brain multi-task?
Data about brain tension.
The number of road crashes due to cell-phone distraction like texting.
7. What is one policy change that has been brought about by the research findings of Dr. Strayer’s lab? 
The research finding has led to the revision of the law and policies where 41 states in the United States have laws against texting while driving.
Some multimillion companies are also discouraging their employees in using cell phones while driving.
8. When Dr. Susan Clayton, a Conservation Psychologist, goes to Zoos to conduct research, what types of psychological measures or forms of experiments is she using to gather data? 
She looks at the ways in which people respond to the natural elements and she does this by watching the people who are visiting the Zoos and recording their behaviors, she listens to them and asks them direct questions. 
9. What part of the Zoo’s exhibit does Dr. Clayton believe can most influence the zoo-goers opinions about the exhibits and possibly even their attitudes about issues in conservation after they leave? 
The signs that describe the animals. 
10. Each of these videos asked the researcher to describe why he/she likes the scientific aspects of their job. What is one part of psychological research that you find interesting? 
I find it interesting when David Strayer says that he likes his job of researching driving distraction because he can ask any question he wants about how we behave and use research questions to come up with answers. 
I also find it interesting when Dr. Manley concludes that school quality is the major determinant of a person getting dementia and not genetics. 
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